Physical child abuse.
This article discusses the background and main indicators of physical child abuse. The author points out the role of orthopaedic nurses in identifying possibly abused children and bringing their suspicions to those with responsibility for investigation of and services to families in trouble. An outline of the major forms of abuse is included, as well as a brief discussion of the role of a "mandated reporter" and the reluctance often experienced by professionals to get involved with what seems to be a "family problem."